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APPENDIX A 

APPROVED ABBREVIATIONS 
Abbreviation Description 

ACS Acute coronary syndrome 

AED Automatic external defibrillator 

A-FIB Atrial fibrillation 

ALS Advanced Life Support 

AMS Altered mental status 

ASA Aspirin 

AV Atrioventricular 

AVPU Alert, Verbal, Pain, Unresponsive;  
Neurological status measure. 

 

BiPAP Bi-level Positive Airway Pressure 

BLS Basic Life Support 

BP Blood pressure 

BPM Beats per minutes 

BSA Body surface area 

BSI Body substance isolation 

BVM Bag-valve-mask 
 

CABG Coronary artery bypass graft  

CAD Coronary artery disease 

CARES Cardiac Arrest Registry to Enhance Survival 

CC Chief complaint 

CDC Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

CHF Congestive heart failure 

CNS Central nervous system 

CO Carbon monoxide 

CO2 Carbon dioxide 

COPD Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 

CP Chest pain 

CPAP Continuous positive airway pressure 

CPI Continuous performance improvement 

CPR Cardiopulmonary resuscitation 

C-Section Cesarean section 

C-Spine Cervical spine 

CT Cat scan; cardiac technician. 

CVA Cerebrovascular accident (stroke) 
 

DSW 5% dextrose in water 

DKA Diabetic ketoacidosis 

DNI Do not Intubate 

DNR Do not resuscitate 

DT Delirium tremens 

Dx Diagnosis 
 

ECPR Extracorporeal cardiopulmonary resuscitation  

EEG Electroencephalogram 

EENT Eye, ear, nose and throat 

ECG Electrocardiogram 

EMR Emergency medical responder 

EMS Emergency medical services 
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Abbreviation Description 

EMT Emergency medical technician 

ePCR Electronic patient call/care record/report 

ET Endotracheal  

ETA Estimated time of arrival 

ETCO2 End-tidal CO2 

ETOH Ethanol (alcohol) 

ETT Endotracheal tube 
 

FBAO Foreign Body Airway Obstruction 

FiO2 Fraction of inspired oxygen 
 

g Gram(s)  

GCS Glascow Coma Score 

GI Gastrointestinal 

Gtts Drops 

GU Gastrourinary 

GYN Gynecology (gynecological) 
 

HFNC High flow nasal cannula 

HR Heat rate (hour) 
 

ICU Intensive care unit 

IM Intramuscular 

IN Intranasal 

IO Intraosseous  

IPPB Intermittent positive pressure breathing 

IV Intravenous 

IVP Intravenous push 
 

J Joules 

JVD Jugular vein distension  
 

Kg Kilogram 

KVO Keep vein open 
 

L Liter 

LMA Laryngeal mask airway 

LPM Liters per minute 

LR Lactated Ringer’s 
 

MAP Mean arterial pressure 

MAT Multifocal atrial tachycardia 

mcg Microgram 

MDI Metered dose inhaler  

MED Medicine 

Mg Milligram(s) 

Mg/dL Milligrams per deciliter 

MI Myocardial infarction (heart attack) 

mL Milliliter 

mmHg Millimeters of mercury 

Mmol Millimole 

MOLST Medical orders for life-sustaining treatment 

MS Mental status 

msec Millisecond 

MVC Motor vehicle crash 
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Abbreviation Description 

N/V Nausea/vomiting 

NC Nasal cannula 

NG Nasogastric  

NRB Non-rebreather 

NS Normal saline 

NSR Normal sinus rhythm 
 

OB/GYN Obstetrics/gynecology 

O2 Oxygen 
 

P Pulse  

PAC Premature atrial contraction 

PCR Patient call/care record/report 

PE Pulmonary embolus 

PEA Pulseless Electrical Activity 

PO Orally 

POLST Physician order for life-sustaining treatment 

PPE Personal Protective Equipment 

Prn As needed 

PR Per Rectum 

PVC Premature ventricular contraction 
 

q Every (e.g. q 3-5 minutes) 
 

RR Respiratory rate  

RSI Rapid sequence intubation 

Rx Medicine 
 

sat Saturation 

SBP Systolic blood pressure 

SC Subcutaneous 

SCBA Self-contained breathing apparatus 

SCUBA Self-contained under-water breathing apparatus 

SGD Supraglottic device 

SL Sublingual 

SOB Shortness of breath 

SpO2 Peripheral oxygen saturation 

ST Sinus tachycardia 

SVT Supraventricular tachycardia 
 

T Temperature 

TBA Total body surface area 

TCA Tricyclic antidepressants 

TIA Transient ischemic attack 

TID Three times a day 

TKO To keep open 
 

VAD Ventricular Assist Device 

VF Ventricular fibrillation 

VS Vital signs 

VT Ventricular tachycardia 
 

yo Years old (years of age) 
 


